
Old Statistical Account, 1793

Dumfriesshire

Annan (link to OSA for this parish)

Parish map

A number of great roads, now turnpiked, pass through the parish. These are Dumfries to Carlisle, Annan and Edinburgh by Moffat, and Edinburgh by Langholm.

Cross roads have been made and repaired by conversion money. This is 3d per L.Sterling of real rent for those living in the burgh and 12 s. on each 100 merks for those living in the landward part of the parish.

The town has a port.

NSA 

Applegarth 

Parish map

Six miles of the Carlisle to Edinburgh and Glasgow turnpike runs through the parish. This was made about 15 years ago and has been of great advantage. The London - Glasgow mail coach passes through daily and there are carriers each day to Glasgow and to Carlisle and further south. There is a stage at Dinwoodie Green where the coach stops and horses are changed. This is 5 miles from Lockerby where there is a post office. It is 11 miles to Ecclefechan and 11 miles to Moffat both of which are also stages and have post offices.

A diligence runs through Moffat to Edinburgh three times a week - travel to Edinburgh and Glasgow is easy.

NSA 

Caerlaverock ; see also p.362

Parish map

There are harbours at Keltown and Glencaple which can take vessels of 80/90 tons. Larger vessels unload at the Carse, 6 miles below Glencaple Key.

NSA 

Canonby

Parish map

Great progress has been made in recent years. Twenty years ago, much of the parish was inaccessible except for those parts near the River Esk or in a very dry summer. Since then roads have been made on the east and west sides of the parish with branches to almost every farm.

To make and maintain these roads the Duke of Buccleugh has set aside 5 per cent of the land-rent of the parish along with £50 from his own pocket. This was supplemented by a levy on the carriage of coal and the statute labour commutation money, which of itself was quite inadequate for its purpose.

There is a toll at the Scotch Dike, the money being applied to the upkeep of the post road.

There are about 10 bridges of one arch, and many smaller ones in the parish. There are two larger bridges over the Esk. One of three arches was built about 50 years ago after the boat, used for ferrying people to and from church, overturned and a number of people were drowned. 

The other bridge was finished last summer and has shortened the route to the colliery at Byreburnfoot and removed a steep climb on the post road. It also disclosed "new romantic scenes to the traveller that mock all description." Another bridge nearby will be built next year.

NSA

Closeburn; see also markets etc.

Parish map

There are markets for corn and meal at Dumfries (12 miles), and at Wanlockhead and Leadhills (18/19 miles).

The Dumfries to Glasgow and Ayr road runs through the parish, with a comfortable inn at Bromhill, halfway between Dumfries and Sanquhar.

There are many bridges and generally the roads are good.

NSA 

Auldgirth Bridge built 1781-2

Cummertrees

Parish map

The Military Road has been turnpiked which is a great improvement as it had been in disrepair and there had not been enough funds to maintain it.

A new road to Dumfries, north of the Military Road, had been built which has made travel easier for those near the road. The Statute Labour roads are generally poor.

NSA 

Dalton

Parish map

The new turnpike from Annan to Dumfries passes through the parish.

NSA 

Dornock; see also minerals, cattle etc.

Parish map

Vessels of 100 tons can reach to a point 5 or 6 miles to the east of the parish.

It is possible to cross at risk to Cumberland some 18 miles away.

The village itself is on the Military Road. This had been made by the government but was now a toll road.

Some of the cross-roads were Statute Labour, now commuted but little has been spent on them in the last 5 years.

The parish has 66 carts and 48 wheel cars or tumbrils. 

NSA 

Drysdale (Dryfesdale); see also markets and Roman roads

Parish map

Peat scarce and expensive. Coal brought long distances from Sanquhar and Cumberland.

Two fairs and 10 markets held in Lockerbie with considerable trade. 

A Roman road runs from the border up to Burnswark and then to Lockerby, Drysdale Gate and Gallaberry. It divides there with one branch leading to Moffat then Tweeddale and Clydesdale, and another crossing the Annan to Lochmaben where there is a double fort called Woody Castle. From there it passes up the west side of the Water of Ae into Nithsdale.

The London to Edinburgh and Glasgow turnpike runs through Lockerbie and this parish. The mail coach from the south arrives at the post office every evening and from the north in the morning. It takes about 50 hours to travel the 336 miles from Lockerbie to London.

Each spring and after the harvest, some 20,000 black cattle from the North and West Highlands are driven through on their way to England. About 50 cartloads of goods pass each week on their way to and from Glasgow.

The commutation money is about L45 annually and by judicious application has kept the parish roads in excellent repair. One benefit has been the carriage of lime which has improved the ground. 

NSA 

Dumfries; see whole report for references in passing

Parish map

There are two weekly markets and three annual fairs.

The port extends from Southwick (in Colvend parish) to the foot of Sark Water, although vessels can only discharge at Dumfries or Annan.

There is a mail coach to London each weekday and a daily post between Edinburgh and Portpatrick.

The roads in and near Dumfries are in very good condition. There are tolls on the roads to Edinburgh, Annan and Lochmaben. The first of these roads was made about 20 years ago by public subscription, and a road to Annan through Lockermoss was funded by money paid by a merchant for tobacco but which was never claimed.

The statute labour roads are made and repaired with commutation money.

Each week a waggon of 6 horses goes to Carlisle, about 8 or 10 post chaisses are kept at the inns and 5 families have four-wheeled chaisses and four have whiskies.

Coals are brought from Sanquhar.

NSA

Dunscore

Parish map

No mention of roads.

NSA 

Durisdeer see also

Parish map 

To the west a road leads up the Nith to Sanquhar, Ayr etc; to the north there is a road up the Enterkin to Leadhills and Edinburgh etc; and to the north-east there is a straight pass known as the Well Path, which leads to Edinburgh by Crawford Muir.

Coarse wool for carpets sent to Kilmarnock and Kendal.

The Nith is fordable in only 2 or 3 places - there is a bridge near the foot of the parish.

Lambs are sent to fairs at Langholm, Lockerby, Lanark etc and to Edinburgh. Black cattle are sent to England.

The statute labour is commuted but the roads are poor. A road from Durisdeer to connect the Well Path with the Sanquhar road would be a great advantage, particularly in the carriage of coals. Also of advantage would be a bridge over the Nith, even if of timber: a good site would be Auchenbreath, where there is solid rock on each side of the river. NSA

The Well Path from the north

Eskdalemuir

Parish map

In the past the parish suffered from want of proper communications. Now, however, there is an excellent road from Langholm to the head of the moor and another from the church to Moffat, Dumfries and Lockerby. A bridge is soon to be built over the Esk.

It is of interest that Castle O’er has a line of sight with other encampments down the Esk to Netherby and down the Water of Milk to Middleby.

There is a Roman road from Nertherby to near Langholm and reports that it may have been discovered near Over-Causeway at the head of this parish.

A fair was formerly held where the Black and White Esk rivers meet.

Two new roads are to be made:

- from the church at Langholm to Hawick either by Borthwick Water or Glendinning and Teviot Head. This would save the journey by Waugh-hope-dale or Ecclefechan for the Dumfries to Hawick road;

- Langholm to Edinburgh by Eskdalemuir, Tima, Crosslee, Benbengarburn, Traquair, Innerleithen and Middleton.

NSA 

Ewes

Parish map

The Edinburgh to Carlisle road by Hawick and Langholm runs along the banks of the Ewes. It was planned by a Mr Pulteney and built in 1765. Another public road leads east to Liddesdale, and another allows access to Dumfries and Moffat.

NSA 

Glencairn

Parish map

There is a stone bridge near to Minnyhive (Moniave) and Dunreggan over the Dalwhat Water.

There would be advantages if the Ayr to Dumfries road by Dalmellington could join the great road from Wigton to Galloway, if this were completed, at the head of Craigdarroch, a distance of only 5 miles.

NSA 

Graitney (Gretna)

Parish map

Vessels of 120 tons can reach Sarkfoot. There are landing places at Sarkfoot, Hiedkirkpoint and Brewhouses but vessels can also lie on the shore.

The roads north to Moffat for Edinburgh/Glasgow, the Portpatrick Road, and the Glasgow road by Sanquhar, Muirkirk etc separate at Headlesscross, close to the new village of Springfiield.

The turnpike act dates from 1777. There are two bridges at Sark and at Kirtle on the Portpatrick road.

Graitney Hall is now an inn and post-chaisses can be hired there.

NSA 

Hoddam

Parish map

Parish is very well provided with roads.. The turnpike from Gretna to Moffat runs centrally through the parish with 5 cross roads, each of which is of turnpike standard. The roads and the easy access to lime has resulted in great improvements.

Prior to the local turnpike act of 1877, most of the roads were unmade , or poorly repaired, and throughout Annandale were impassable in winter.

The four great roads of the county have been properly repaired since the passing of this act: the roads are Edinburgh by Langholm, by Moffat to Edinburgh and Glasgow, to Portpatrick by Dumfries, and Ayrshire by Sanquhar. The Annan to Langholm road is also a turnpike. Annual income from tolls is 1700 L.

Although lime is easily transported., coal is 16 miles away and very expensive because of this.

The village of Ecclefechan has two good inns which passengers can use - these have post chaisses and post horses. The mail coach between London and Glasgow passes through daily in each direction.

NSA 

Holywood

Parish map

When the roads were under the statute labour system, they were "neither half made, nor half kept in repair." An act allowing the conversion of statute labour into a monetary payment set the rate at a maximum of 12 shillings per 100 merks. However, this operates unfairly as some are assessed at the full rate where road making is difficult, and others are only rated at 6 shillings.

The roads are well made and kept but the amount collected is insufficient as there is a great deal of through traffic.

A turnpike is now being made between Carlisle and Glasgow and is to be finished next year. Tolls are moderate.

There are a number of bridges, and these are kept in repair by the parish with the exception of a large bridge over the Cluden which was built and is kept in repair by the county of Dumfries and the Stewartry, it being on the boundary between them.

There is an old ford on the Cluden with stepping stones called Stepford.

NSA 

United Parishes of Hutton and Corrie (short references in passing)

Parish map

There are 80 carts in the parish.

The lower part of the parish had previously suffered from a want of roads.

Cattle passes through.

NSA 

Johnstone

Parish map

The Moffat to Dumfries road is in good repair. There are no turnpikes and the statute labour is commuted. St Ann’s bridge over the Kinnel Water was built by the Earl of Hopeton in1782.

Coal is brought 30 miles from Sanquhar on a very bad road. As there is a better road to Douglas, it is easier to bring it from there even though it is further away.

NSA 

Keir

Parish map

The principal road in the parish is very poor with some parts still unmade and others badly repaired. The statute labour conversion money raises £12 each year but this is insufficient for the purpose. The bad roads are a bar to progress.

NSA 

Kirkconnel

Parish map

As well as the old great road from Sanquhar to Cumnock, there is a side road leading to the Earl of Dumfries’s lime quarry and one near the Crawick river leading towards Crawfordjohn. 

A great turnpike between Glasgow and Carlisle is nearing completion; however, it is thought that its course in the wildest and highest part of the parish will lead to difficulties in winter time.

A toll bar has been erected on the old great road and this is disliked by local people affected by this.

Three stone bridges are mentioned by the writer, one of which over the Crawick on the boundary with Sanquhar parish was built in 1706 by the Duke of Queensberry.

NSA 

Note: the Glasgow Carlisle turnpike ran over to Muirkirk and Strathaven but the Muirkirk stretch never seems to have been successful.

Kirkmahoe

Parish map

The roads are very good. The surplus of funds are used to improve some cross-roads. There are three bridges on the principal high road and four other bridges in the parish.

NSA 

Kirkmichael

Parish map

A Roman road passes through the parish.

NSA 

Kirkpatrick Fleming

Parish map

The Carlisle - Glasgow and Edinburgh via Moffat roads run through the south part of the parish. The Annan - Langholm - Hawick - Edinburgh road also passes through. 

The statute labour has been commuted into a financial payment. On Springhall Estate a number of tenants have voluntarily subscribed 2½% upon their rents for the roads.

NSA 

Kirkpatrick - Juxta

Parish map

Mention in passing of recently made turnpikes. 

A Roman road runs from south to north through the parish.

NSA 

Langholm - see also Roman road

Parish map

A new road opened in October 1793 has made travel much easier to a chapel, situated 8 miles from the parish church. Two miles of which after leaving the Langholm to Annan road were often impassable. Improved links to Longtown, Sarkfoot, Gretna etc. are expected (p.356).

There is a great road between Carlisle and Edinburgh and a road west to Annan. There are three toll bars, one at each end of town and another at Solwaybank.

A country road crosses the Esk at Langholm and leads north west into Eskdale; another runs south-eastwards to Canonbie by a bridge over the Tarrafs. 

A road is being planned through Wauchopedale which will shorten the distance to Lockerbie, Ecclefechan and beyond.

There is a three-arch bridge in Langholm on the Eskdale road; this was built in 1775 by subscription. Nearby there is a bridge over the Ewes on the post road. There is another bridge on the south side of town. There are a few other bridges of no particular note. Elsewhere there is a fine bridge over the Esk at Gilknocky, built in 1793 (pps. 362 and 371).

A Mr Pulteney has spent considerable sums in road building in the area, including 8 miles of the Annan road (p.377).

A Roman road from Netherbie to Castle O'er runs through the parish. 

NSA 

Lochmaben

Parish map

No specific mention of roads.

Coal brought from England by sea or by land some 30/40 miles. 

Many "strollers and idle vagrants" pass through the country.

NSA 

Middlebie

Parish map 

Many cattle bought by drovers and taken to England.

The statute labour is commuted. 

The toll bar on the Glasgow - Carlisle road is let for £116 each year.

NSA 

Moffat - see also Roman road

Parish map

There is a weekly market.

The Roman road from the Esk to Stirling passes west of Moffat and is still visible.

Coal expensive as it is brought from Douglas and sometimes Sanquhar. 

Six miles of the Glasgow to Carlisle road runs through the parish. There is a daily mail coach and two other coaches running each day. There are 70 cart loads of goods each week.

The Dumfries - Edinburgh road joins the Glasgow road at Moffat and leaves it at Erickstane Brae, 4 miles north of the town. It is not as busy as the Glasgow road and although a mail coach had been started up it no longer ran. Once the road is completely repaired it would probably be re-established. Both these roads are turnpikes.

NSA 

Morton - see also coal and lime etc 

Parish map

Agricultural surplus taken to Leadhills, Wanlockhead and Sanquhar. A number of local people bring lime from Closeburn and coal from Sanquhar which are taken to the limeworks or Dumfries. There are about 95 carts in the parish each of which can draw about 12 cwt.

There are two high roads which cross each other in Thornhill: the Dumfries to Ayrshire and Glasgow by Sanquhar and to Edinburgh by Leadhills was turnpiked last year and is well made; and a road into Galloway by Minnyhive (Moniave). The first road has bridges over the Carple and Carron; the other has a bridge over the Nith.

The by-roads are poor but with the new turnpike being supported by tolls, it is hoped that the conversion money can be applied to improving these roads.

There are two inns in Thornhill.

NSA 

Mouswald

Parish map 

Potatoes taken to Dumfries and also to sloops on the Solway coast, both about 6 miles distant.

Roads are excellent.

There were plenty of materials for making the Military road which runs south-east to north-west by the church and which was finished locally in 1776.

A new turnpike is nearly finished - this parallels much of the course of the Military road.

Between these two roads a road has recently been built from the church to Thororwald using the conversion money.

There are plenty of bridges.

NSA 

Penpont

Parish map

There is an old bridge over the Scarr.

A bridge was carried away in 1783 when a "vast water spout" emptied into the Scarr.

An old Roman causeway runs through Tynron close to the Scarr.

Last summer a start was made on turnpike roads.

There is a toll near Sanquhar of 1½d on coal carts.

The statute labour is commuted.

NSA 

Ruthwell

Parish map

The high road from Dumfries to Annan used to pass through Ruthwell before the Military Road was made.

This now runs through the parish.

A new road was made last year between Annan and Dumfries about one mile north of the Military road. Tolls are payable on both roads.

NSA 

St Mungo

Parish map

The great turnpike between Carlisle and Glasgow runs through the east end of the parish. There is a bridge over the Milk.

Statute labour is commuted.

A bridge over the Annan is needed.

NSA ; see also p.216

Sanquhar

Parish map

The line of the Ayrshire road comes from Corsencon Hill and is steep and bad in places.

The Dumfries to Ayr road runs through Sanquhar. The late Duke of Queensberry made at least 22 miles of the road at a cost of 1500 L., and in addition the road to Corsincon where there is lime rock, at a cost of 300L. He also made a road along the Mennock to the county boundary, on the way to Edinburgh, and this cost 600L. These were praiseworthy examples of public spiritedness.

The statute labour was converted in 1777 at a rate of 12 s. per 100merks.

Toll bars have been erected on the Ayr road, and its line and gradients have been improved. Initially tolls were disliked but the economic advantages becoming obvious, these roads are now much approved of.

A new line of road has been suggested that would cut across to the Stewartry and Galloway, thus making journeys between Ireland and Edinburgh much shorter and easier.

There is a post office in Sanquhar. Many vagrants pass through the parish.

NSA 

Note: The post office (above) is the world's oldest, dating to the 1700's.

See item 2 for map of postal routes near Sanquhar in 1802.

Tinwald

Parish map

About 30 years ago it had been proposed to build a canal from the Solway to Locharbridge at the head of Lochar Moss.

Near the manse there is a narrow gut between two sandy hillocks, named Collyveat - there may have been an old ferry here.

The Roman road from Burnswark passes through the parishes of Drysdale, Lochmaben, the old parish of Trailflat, Amisfield House and ends at Dunscore.

The Edinburgh turnpike runs through this parish with a daily mail coach and a diligence up to three times weekly.

Other roads are very bad. There is however enough money for their repair.

Generally, people are in favour of the turnpikes.

Most farmers have two carts.

NSA 

Tundergarth

Parish map

The statute labour has been converted at a rate of 12s. per 100 merks.

There is an excellent road of 5 or 6 miles from Scroggs to Debate.

Market towns are Lockerby, Dumfries and Annan. Black cattle are sold at the first two places and also for movement to England.

NSA 

Torthorwald

Parish map

About 1750 there were very few carts. Goods were carried on horseback or on trail cars. Carts are now used - there are 88 of these in the parish. Lime is obtained at Comlongan, 8 miles away.

The military road passes through - a toll bar was erected last year.

The turnpike from Dumfries to Lochmaben passes through the parish. The first tollbar in Nithsdale was erected in 1789.

Statute labour has been commuted.

NSA

Tynron

Parish map

An old Roman road runs from east to west along the face of the hills and even now is in many places uncovered by grass.

Roads have improved since the commutation of the statute labour.

NSA ; see also p.475 on Roman road

Note: See John Shaw's Tynron Glen site for much interesting detail on roads and tracks in the locality, including the putative "Roman road"
Wamphray

Parish map

The Glasgow Carlisle road runs through- it was made about 20 years ago. There is a mail coach daily in each direction.

There is a Roman road with a few large stones (5 ft high) still standing. They are one Scots mile apart and are thought to be milestones.

NSA

 Note: It is now difficult to determine where these stones were. The 1861 6" map (old-maps.co.uk) shows standing stones at Hangingshaw (NY103898), Gateside Farm (NY113944), above Newbigging (NY10779898) and Poldean (NT10370001). The first two are on or near the Roman road but the other two are about 400 metres east of the road. There is an earthwork half way between the first two stones which is on the Roman road which would approximate to a Scots mile (1984 yards) between each but without more information this is speculative. In addition the first stone and the earthwork are in Applegarth parish.
The RCAHMS however has the interesting information that the last stone at Poldean is said to have been erected to mark the spot where Prince Charles's troops bivouacked in 1745, and that the one above Newbigging (Chapman's Stone) marked a droving stance and the grave of a travelling horse trader. It also notes in connection with the second stone near Gateside Farm that there appears to have been a roughly hewn stone nearby with markings on it, though this stone cannot now be identified.
Westerkirk

Parish map

Agriculture has greatly improved with the use of carts and especially since 1775 when a bridge at Langholm gave access to lime kilns in Canonbie. There are 69 carts in the parish.

There are 16 stone bridges in the parish. These are mostly of small scale although the one near the church has 3 arches and was built by the county about 50 years ago.

There are 2 public roads, running along the north and south banks of the Esk for about 6 miles. These roads join about 2 miles west of the church and continue into Eskdalemuir on the north side of the Esk. 

Although some of the bridges and all of the roads were built and are still maintained using the statute labour money, much has been done to improve the roads and bridges by Sir James Johnstone.

An antimony mine has been opened in Glendinning and there is an associated village called James Town on the Megget. The company has built an excellent road on the east side of the Megget to Waulk-mill. This is 3½ miles in length and has four bridges.

NSA 


